Religion, Part 1









America as a Protestant Country
1.  America has always been a Protestant country.  
2. Protestants originally believe you can know God directly if God chooses you. Humans are evil, cannot earn salvation.  
3. Martin Luther, a German, the first Catholic reformer, believes you can earn salvation by faith alone.  
4. John Calvin, a Swiss, is more dynamic, believes the word of God should be spread because of the love of God.  
5. Denominations include the Presbyterians in Scotland, the Anglicans in England (Henry VIII makes himself head of the church), the Episcopalians in America.  
6. Escaping persecution in England, the Puritans come to America in the 1620s to "create a perfect Protestant society."  They are a one-on-one religion with God, a colony of saved individuals.  In time this belief erodes.  
7. The capitalist society.  In the Massachusetts Bay Colony morality is seen as inward holiness, with outward behavior defined by society.  This evolves into a capitalist society when outward behavior and materialism become more important.  Working for God becomes the Protestant work ethic, living to work as a compulsion, where elsewhere people work to live.

Religious Movements in America.
8. Witchcraft hysteria.  In the 1690s religious leaders move to counter a more materialist, less religious society by forcing a move back to the original pure Protestantism.  Witchcraft mass hysteria at Salem, Massachusetts, applied to any non-conformist behavior or to settle grudges.
9. Benefit to education.  A broad liberal arts curriculum emerges based on the view that the more you know about the world the more you can control the evil nature of people.  
10. Revival movements of the 1700s.  Use of fire and brimstone rhetoric.  Leadership by women is allowed because revival religion is emotional and it suits women's nature.  
11. Roger Williams' colony in Newport, Rhode Island, is tolerant to a Jewish minority.  Baltimore is tolerant to Catholics.  
12. Anglicanism becomes the established church in Virginia, but Jefferson fights successfully to disestablish it.  
13. Interpretations of Protestantism.  The original Protestantism is very individualistic, a one-on-one relationship with God.  Later Protestantism is more social oriented relating religion with capitalism.  
14.  Pacifism of Quakers in Pennsylvania Quakers deal fairly with Indians but fail to convert them because of contrasting cultures.
15.  Deism of our founding fathers.  18th century America deism belief is influenced by the French Enlightenment.  God is seen as the clockmaker who creates but does not further intervene.  The first Amendment to the Bill of Rights firmly separates church and state.  
16. Protestant society is still dominant.  The Constitution provides for periodic revolution.  Especially in times of economic and social insecurity people tend to turn to the certitude of emotional religious answers.  
17. The old immigration of the 1840s and 1850s.  Originates mostly from north and west Europe with Protestants coming into a Protestant country.  An exception is the Irish, fleeing the potato famine.  As peasants and Catholics they are greeted with great hostility and become a despised minority.  
