The Chinese Revolution, Part 1








Ancient China
 1.  Past glory.  Until the 1500s, China is perhaps the most powerful country in the world, reaching back 7,000 years.  How the class system in traditional China, exemplified by Confucianism, contributes to the stability of its ruling dynasties.  
 2.  Contrast with Europe.  While Europe is in the backward Middle Ages, China's civilization is remarkable.  How Europe of the mid-1600s turns China's isolation into a liability and the cause of its decline.  
 3.  Being conquered.  The contrast of increasing dominance by the Europeans to the prior conquest by the Mongols. 
 
 Chinese Nationalism
 4.  Early years.  Why Russia's advice to China's Communist party, which springs up in 1921, leads to a disaster.  
 5.  Mao as rising star.  Why, after the Communist defeat and their 6,000 mile "Long March" in the early 1930s, the journalist, Edgar Snow, predicts in his book, "Red Star Over China," that Mao is the future of China.  

