Reagan 80s

Emergence of the New Right.
1.   Ronald Reagan elected in 1980, boosts GOP values, business values.  Viewed as having
       great depth or as handled by others.  The "Teflon President," but Issue of presidential
       responsibility for others in his administration.  Influence of wife, Nancy.  Liberalism converted
       into a negative image.  Focus on 'family values."
2.  Revolution in American society.  Major change to ultra-conservatism.
3.  Star Wars program raises question of Reagan's ability to distinguish reality from fantasy.
4.  Major tax cut for wealthy.  Goal is "trickle down" investment based on supply-side
     economics.  Has limited effect.  
5.  Huge increase in military budget.  To compete with false image of Soviet threat.  Results
     in huge deficits, sharp increase in national debt interest to be paid.  Reduces costs by 
     cutting social and economic programs for middle and lower classes.  
6.  Deregulation.  "Get government off our backs."  Negative impact on banking industry: the
     savings & loan scandal theft of billions due to gross mismanagement, to be paid for by the
     taxpayers.  Striking air traffic controllers fired by Reagan, their union broken. Air safety
    diminished.  
7.  Right wing movement tied to religion.  Constitution is clear about separation of church and
    state, but not in the view of the religious right.  Emergence of AIDS in the 80s and the Reagan
    administration's lack of response, reflecting hostile attitude toward despised groups.  

The Post-Industrial World.
8.  The promise of automation to reduce work week fails to materialize.  Actual work hours 
    increase.  Real wages decline over the past 25 years.  Jobs move overseas to cheaper labor,
    with economic, social and psychological impact on families here.  Employment rates are
    misleading -- the issue of the working poor.  Growth of agribusiness spells the decline of the
    family farm.
9.  Gap between rich and poor.  Continues to grow into the 1990s and 2000s.  Re-segregation
    in the cities.  The 80s business community portrayed with great greed after deregulation, 
    criminal fraud.
10. Rightward political turn.  Affects policies of future presidents.  The continued increase in
    power of industry, technology, and health management.  Rapid rate of change has negative
    impact on social and psychological life.  When president in 1988, George Bush the elder, 
    continues the Reagan policies.  In this same political climate Bill Clinton, president in 1992,
    learns to steer a more conservative course with health care and welfare reform.  Attacks
    against him and impeachment proceedings are questioned.
11.  Privatization. Extension of "get government off business backs" to health care and
    education.
12.  Religion and politics.  First amendment separation of church and state is rejected by the
    extreme right groups.  Leads to culture wars over the last 20+ years involving abortion,
    evolution, the role of women, censorship.  The role of televangelism, evangelicalism are
    related to times of social and economic anxieties.  Progressive environmental regulation
    initiated by Nixon are attacked by the business community.

Future of Democracy
13.  Divided country in the 2000s.  Progressive - conservative.  The anger of people as seen
    in road rage.  Attacks often with guns readily available, toward those below the status of
    the attackers.
13.  Current issues.  The 2000 election controversy between popular vote and electoral vote.
    The immigration issue, going back to colonial times.  Significant Asian and South American
     immigration since World War II.  U.S. historically seen as safe haven. Controversy over need
     for workers and immigrants' negative impact on wages.  Upper classes despise them but
     need and use them.  Unions opposed them at times, also favor them on basis of labor
     values.  Cycle of cheap American farm goods using low cost immigrant labor, exported to
     immigrants' countries and depressing farming there, increasing the motives of displaced
     farmers attempting to enter the U.S. for improved conditions.
14.  Issues threatening democracy today.  Hostility to sciences, to education, to
     environmental protection.  Availability of affordable health care, where 43+ million Americans
     have no medical insurance.  Incompetence of our leaders and their cronyism in appointments
     with disastrous impact on natural disasters like Katrina.  First amendment separation of
     church and state.  Individual liberty in times of terrorist threat.  Government of law or
     lawlessness.  Fears of a too powerful government and the role of the executive.  The threat to 
    democracy of the military-industrial complex, as warned by Eisenhower.  The political
     manipulation of crises, domestic and foreign.  The manipulation of voting.  The lying of public
     officials.  The value and rejection of international treaties.  Torture boundaries.  Our role of
     "policeman to the world," dating back to Teddy Roosevelt.  What is conservatism?  What
     is appropriate spending?  How much control should government have over its citizens?
     The technology of voting is prone to manipulation.    
 









