Depression 30s, Part 2

Roosevelt as President. (continued)
8.  Role of Eleanor Roosevelt.  She develops an independent life, becomes adviser to
      her husband, pushing humane issues, including the racism in the South and the rest of
      the nation.  The Marion Anderson concert.  
9.  The Tennessee Valley Authority.  A unique project to help a poverty stricken rural area.
      It revitalizes the region and is an enormous success of a public government agency.
      Accordingly, the private sector blocks any attempt to repeat this elsewhere in the future.
10.  FDR and business.  FDR is opposed by business interests which believe he wants to
      destroy capitalism.  Instead, he wants to save it during this economic crisis.  Business
      refuses to address human needs, attempts to deter radical parties.  Seeing FDR as the
      enemy prolongs the Depression.
11.  Labor's Emancipation Proclamation.  In 1935, the Social Security Act and the National
       Labor Relations Board (NLRB), known as the Wagner Act, are passed.  The CIO union is
      created for industrial workers, contrary to the economic logic of the time.  The auto workers' 
      sit-down strike.  The steel workers' strike.  The police shooting of pickets and family
      members in 1937.
12.  The Communist Party.  It increases membership but does not become a mass party. 
      Why the Russian Revolution has no chance of being duplicated here during this time.  
      The highly regimented and disciplined party leaders become labor organizers, a very 
      hazardous endeavor.  They have humane commitment, but get misguided advice from
      Russia.  The changing party line eventually erodes its membership ranks.  On a positive
      side, they oppose racial segregation, and are the lone voices of the dangers of fascism.
13.  FDR's second term.  The Wealth Tax Act is delayed by FDR to win over business, but
      he is unable to, and it passes in 1935.  He wins his second term in 1936 by a landslide.
      FDR proposes to pack the court which blocks his policies, but Congress defeats this.
      When passed, it is declared unconstitutional.  The Fair Labor Standards Act is passed
      in 1938, setting hours and wages to reach the 8-hour day, 40-hour week.  It covers
      child labor but excludes other groups.
14.  FDR's effect on the Depression.  His efforts ameliorate but do not end it.  Only World
       War Two ends it.  It gives the business community the security to invest, produce,
      and hire because it generates a guaranteed market with unmatchable profits.  Since
      the 1930s until the present, a war economy prevents a depression.  
15.  Lessons learned.  A better answer to welfare or "the dole" is jobs with a future through
     government action, which some see as "socialism."  Welfare only continues poverty 
     cycles.  This is the issue of welfare versus a permanent war economy.  There is the issue
     of a trend to a more powerful government and chief executive, also its inherent danger.
