Women in America:  Colonial Era thru Civil War






1. Before American Revolution.  Before Europeans, women have high status in matriarchal native American tribes. The effect of the horse on gender dominance.  English women endure endless farm chores, die early from pregnancy.  No political rights. Most occupations closed to them.  Outlets in religion and religious revivals.  
2.  During and after American Revolution.  Important roles of women In the American Revolution.  Abigail Adams is an icon of frustration of able women thwarted.  In the 1800’s teaching and secretary work open to women..  Experiences of slave women.  Slave marriages formed by the broom ceremony.  The surprising role of the Mammy on the plantation.  The constant tension and terror from plantation masters.  
3.  The first women’s suffrage movement in the mid-1800’s.  The role of Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  The key issue is the right to vote.  Failure of the movement.  The 15th amendment gives black males the right to vote but not women.




