Women in America:  Civil Rights Movement in Modern Era




7. The early 20th century, The working girl as flapper.  The educated, professional Gibson Girl.  Prior to the Stock Market crash of 1929, 2/3 of Americans live in poverty.  Rise of shanty towns.  The New Deal.  Eleanor Roosevelt as role model for women.   
8. Origin of modern women’s movement.  World War II is significant turning point.  Need for logistical support for military.  Labor shortage and booming factory jobs.  Women resist returning to old ways when war is over.  
9.  Conformity of the 1950’s and the Cold War.  Women as passive helpmates, supported by media images.  Men lead the 1960s civil rights movement, but women like Rosa Parks have crucial roles.  The youth and black power movements often continue to denigrate women.  
10.  1960s-1970s women’s rights movement.  Impact of the book, “Feminine Mystique,” by Betty Freidan.  Consciousness-raising is empowering.  The role of one book, “Our Bodies, Ourselves.”  Awareness of women attracted to other women. Reasons for Increased divorce.  Increased political activism.  Opportunity for equality in occupations.  
11.  Backlash.  Movement resisted by trivializing and ridiculing it.  Women who want the status quo oppose Equal Rights Amendment.  More occupations now open to women.  Stereotypes remain as obstacles.  Women’s control over their own bodies.  Roe versus Wade.  Impact on men who can show more feelings and become more whole persons.  U.S. gains are favorable compared to other countries, but the need for ongoing change.
 
