Native Americans

Origins in North America .  
1. Myth of Idealized native American society.  
2. The Incan Empire.  No written language. No use of metal tools.  14,000 miles of roads built.  How and why they are destroyed by Pissaro.  
3. The Mayan Empire.  It thrives, declines before the Spaniards come.  Written language. Urban civilization.  Why Mayan pyramids are independent from Egyptian pyramids.  Why the Mayans decline.  

Impact of the English.  
4. Before the English come, women have high status.  Religion of animism.  Oral tradition.  Hollywood myths.  
5. After the English.  The English exploit generous Indian nature to seize land.  The English view Indians as inferior.  Why killing or converting Indians to Christianity are equal choices for the English.  Resistance of Indians.  Quakers make a difference but the story ends badly for the Indians anyway.  
6. Decline of Indians.  Every aspect of Indian society declines after interaction with English.  Destruction of Indians by disease is especially cruel when it is intentional.  Why the Supreme Court decision in favor of Cherokees ends in the “Trail of Tears.”  The varying approaches by tribes to the English push west.  The myths of scalping, captive white women, and Custer’s Last Stand.  
7. Indian myths.
Native Americans' Fate.  
8. Choices are isolation on their reservation or assimilation.  Abysmal life on the reservation but they can preserve their culture.  Difficulties assimilating in the general society.  
9. Resurgence of ethnic pride in the 1960s and revival of traditions and values, paralleling civil rights movements by African-Americans and women.  Recent efforts to enforce treaties will take many years to resolve.
