Islam and the Arab Empire



Basis of Islamic Faith
1.  Mohammad's early life.  The founding of Islam.  
2.  The nature of Islam.  What are the basic precepts of Islam?   What are the 5 Pillars of Faith?  Which Pillar of Faith put Mohammad in danger from the authorities and caused him to flee to the safety of Medina?  

Comparative Religious Faiths
3.  Islam branches.  What are the major differences between the Sunni and Shiite branches of Islam, and why they in such conflict with each other?   The meanings of jihad in the Koran.  
4. Comparison to other religions.  In what way is Islam similar to Christianity but not to Judaism?   In what way is Islam similar to Judaism but not to Christianity? 

The Arab Empire
5.  The scope of the Empire.  The geographic expanse of the Arab Empire which lasts for 700 years between 700-1400 AD.  
6.  Its  impact on Europe.   The significant contributions of the Arab Empire to literature, physics, astronomy, mathematics, medicine and medical care, and music.  How do these achievements compare to those of Europe at that time?  
7.  Role with other religions.  What is the experience of Christians and Jews under Arab rule during this period?  What effect does the decline of the Arab Empire in the late 1400s have on the spread of Islam?  
8.  Islam In current times.  Why has a sizable minority of African-Americans converted to Islam?   What is the role of women in Islam and its similarities to that in Christianity and Judaism, and what is its basis?   What can be said about the future directions of Islam?

