France, Part 3

The 20th Century--Second Half
21. Politics of post-World War II.  The French Communist Party leaders look to Russia for advice.  They do not seize power but cooperate, guided by Russian's lack of aggressiveness.
De Gaulle's agenda for his power is thwarted, and he retires.  The unstable political situation is reflected in France's Empire.  
22. Vietnam.  In Southeast Asia, French Indo-China (Vietnam) is under French control is harshly exploited.  After Japan's defeat in World War II, Ho Chi Minh, a nationalist nominally a communist, declares Vietnam independent republic.  This is rejected by France.  U.S. Cold War interest is to restore France's old empire.  A bloody guerilla war is waged from 1946 to 1954 when the French are defeated.  As the French leave, the U.S. enters, ignoring warnings.  
23. Algeria.  Algeria is a French colony since the1820s.  The French Army goes there and fights from 1954 to 1962.  Evidence of torture.  Public opinion at home splits.    De Gaulle is recalled to power in 1958, is charismatic, nationalistic, creates a strong government called the 5th Republic.  In 1960 France withdraws from Algeria.  
24. Economic crisis of the 1960s.  In 1968 students revolt against the anti-democratic policies of De Gaulle.  The uprising is put down.  A1969 referendum defeats De Gaulle.  There is an orderly secession of presidents, usually centrist.  
25.  Current status.  Relatively stable government.  Immigration causes some instability since needed labor brings Muslims into a Catholic and Christian country.  The European Union aims to counterbalance the U.S. as superpower.  The welfare state is seen as progressive.  France is a faded power but is still a major force in the world.

