Vietnam War, Parts 1 & 2                                                     





Prelude to War 
 1. The Vietnam struggle to be free of foreign control.  After close cooperation between Ho Chi Min and the U.S. during WWII, why does the U.S. strongly oppose Vietnam’s independence after the war, supporting France’s return?  
 2.  Avoiding war.  Could the U.S. have co-existed with an independent Vietnam calling itself “Communist” and so avoid the terrible bloodshed of the Vietnam War?  
 3.  The Vietnam-Russia relationship. To what extent was Vietnam controlled by Russia?  
 
 The War.
 4.  Missed opportunity.  Why are the demonstrations by non-Communist Buddhist monks in early 1963 a “golden opportunity” for the U.S. to get out?  Why is it likely that if JFK had lived he would not have gotten us out of Vietnam?  
 5.  The “setup.”  What is the evidence that the “emergency” in Tonkin Bay which induced Congress to grant LBJ broad powers to protect Americans in the area is a “setup?”   LBJ wins a landslide reelection in November, 1964 by labeling his opponent, Barry Goldwater, a “war monger.”  Beginning 2 months later how do U.S. actions in Vietnam relate to this issue?   
 6.  Brutal nature of the war.  The Vietnamese war is brutally carried out by the U.S. military with what high tech weapons, and by the Vietnamese guerrillas with what deadly low tech indigenous weapons?  Although the attackers are beaten back, why is the Tet offensive of 1968 a devastating defeat for the Americans, leading LBJ to withdraw from reelection plans?  Nixon’s Vietnam policy after his election in 1968 sets the stage for the horrors of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. 
 
 Effects of the War.
 7.  Political lessons.  What are the political lessons of the Vietnam War which cost 58,000 American lives and about 3 million Vietnamese lives?  
 8.  War’s effects on GI’s.  Besides the deaths and physical wounds, what other effects does the war have on returning GI’s?        
 9.  Role of information.  What does the military learn in terms of public information during this war?
 
 
