    Spanish-American War                                                                              

1.  Prelude to war.  After our Civil War and the freeing of the slaves, why the U.S. ignores the plight of the Cuban people. The U.S. has active interest in the Cuban uprising against Spain, not for moral reasons. President McKinley's ultimatum to Spain demands Spain make a choice between two contradictory actions, both of which serves America's purposes. 
 
 2.  The war.  "Yellow journalism" of the Hearst and Pulitzer newspapers does not cause the war. The likely explanation for the blowing up of the battleship, "Maine."  The business connection.  
 
 3.  Effect of the war.  The American policy of defining Cuba's independence in terms of its ability to control its economics becomes  the basis of Latin America's 20th century foreign policy.  The beginning of the American Empire.


