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Prelude to War 
1.  U.S. rejection of fascism.  Although fascist groups emerge in the US, why does the country reject fascism, dealing with the same issues that cause Italy and Germany to accepted it?  The underlying factors which lead to fascism’s rise in Europe and support for its subsequent horrors.  2.  U.S. failures.  Why the US allows the rise of fascism in the1930s.?  The 3-year Spanish Civil War is a moral moment in history in which the US and other democracies fail.  
3.  What if.  World history would have been radically different if England and France had responded firmly to Germany's reoccupying the Rhineland and actions against Austria and Czechoslovakia in1938.   
The War
4.  Hitler’s blunder.  After Germany's blitzkrieg of 1939-40 which left it in control of most of Europe, Hitler's subsequent blunder which may have cost him ultimate victory.  Why US public opinion is firmly set to stay out of the war, and how FDR manages to aid England anyway.   
5.  Japan's major motives for embarking on an extensive campaign of aggression and conquest starting with the invasion of the Chinese industrialized province of Manchuria in1931.  Public opinion at the time considers the war with Japan in the Pacific the more dangerous.  Why do the military leaders disagree and believe Germany to be the more dangerous enemy?  
6.  Second front controversy.  Russia is fighting 80% of Germany's forces, and appeals the US to open a second front on the continent, which is delayed until June 1944.   How might an earlier second front have changed history?
7.  Russia’s invasion of Manchuria.    Russia invades Manchuria exactly at the time of the dropping of the 2 atom bombs on Japan that ended the war.  Although Russia gets Manchuria "for nothing," why is this in accord with the early 1945 Yalta Agreement, based on a strategy which seems reasonable at the time 
Effects of the War
8.  Atomic bomb.  The arguments for and against dropping the atomic bombs on Japanese cities for the purpose of ending the war without invading Japan.  Another reason for using the bomb not involving Japan or ending the war with Japan.  
9.  The Cold War.  How Russia's goals might be seen as less threatening to the West and how that might have blunted the cold war and its consequences as a legacy of the Second World War.
