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Prelude to War.  
 1. The Cold War as context to the Korean War.  The roles of Kim II-Sung, the future leader of North Korea, and Syngman Rhee, the future leader of South Korea, during the war with Japan.  The multiple reasons the U.S. responds forcefully with military action although Korea is not considered crucial to the U.S. militarily. Why it is possible to rule out Russia’s Cold War issues as the motive behind North Korea's invasion of the South.  
 
 The War.
 2. The tipping point.  Throughout the five years from 1945 to 1950, North and South Korean forces clash across the 38th parallel border.  What happened on June 25, 1950 that transforms an incursion from the North into the Korean War?.  
 3.  Missed opportunity. Why General McArthur's success after the Inchon landing and pushing the North Koreans back to the 38th parallel is a missed opportunity to end the war.  The decision to press on to conquer the north and place all of Korea under our control.   
 4.  Chinese intervention.  The evidence that the Chinese military intervention against the U.S. forces across the Yalu River is not unprovoked aggression.  Why the stalemate at the 38th parallel after the disastrous American retreat does not end the fighting and another two brutal years of costly fighting for both sides ensues.  How the U.S. casualties of the Korean "Forgotten War" compare with our casualties in the considerably longer Vietnam War?  
 
 5.  Effects of the War.
 When President Eisenhower keeps his 1952 election promise to end the fighting, there is no significant change in the truce conditions compared to the stalemate two years prior.  A likely scenario is offered to a possible future unification settlement between North and South Korea.
