Civil War, Parts 1 & 2




  


Prelude to Civil War.
 1.  North vs. South.  Why in early American history, not for moral reason, is slavery not well grounded in the North.  The different world views of the North and the South.   
 2.  Dred Scott case.  How the efforts of both sides to keep a balance between the number of slave states and free states are derailed by the Supreme Court 1856 decision on the nature of slavery as property   
 3.  Republican Party factions.  Many factions which support the anti-South, anti-slavery Republican Party are racist, anti-black, and have diverse motivations other than moral conviction.    
                                         
 The War 
 4.   Secession.  The arguments for and against the belief that secession is inevitable.  What are the South's and North's advantages and disadvantages in terms of generals, national leaders, existence of a gun culture, clarity of a cause, banking institutions, railroads, the concept of states' rights, access to a balanced agriculture, slaves' loyalties, and manpower resources?  
 5.  Class differences in the military.  The effect of the class difference between the officer class and the lower class soldiers on the strategy of the war.  
 6.  Conducting the war.  Accounting for the enormous casualties on both sides in addition to the vast increase in firepower? The little known logistical reason Lee brought his army to Gettysburg.   How Lee's mindset creates the Confederate Gettysburg disaster, and how the Union General Meade's mindset misses the opportunity to deal the South a decisive defeat.  
 
 After the War
 7.  Emancipation Proclamation of 1863.  The realities behind this and that it did not free the slaves. At the war's end all rights of the rebels are restored if they pledge loyalty to the United States. 
 8.  The fate of the ex-slaves.  During the 12 years of the Reconstruction Period, the moral, political and economic motives of the North that are mostly met. 
 9.  Re-emergence of Master Class..  The election of 1876 ends Reconstruction and is a turning point.  It can be said that the North won the war but the South won the peace   One of the darkest periods of African-American history is a legacy of the Civil War.
 

