	American Revolution 



	Pre-Revolution America.  
 1. Period of Neglect.  Why the 100 year 1660s - 1760s. is called the period of neglect.  
 2.  Turning Point.  The end of the French & Indian War (7-Years War), is a turning point for the Colonies.  
 3.  Resistance.  The Colonies resist the Sugar Act of 1764, which lowers the tax.  Resistance to the Stamp Act of 1765.  The Stamp Act repeal is potentially dangerous to the Colonies.  The facts and myths behind the "Boston Massacre" and the "Boston Tea Party” 
 
 The War For Independence  
 4. The lost opportunity for the Declaration of Independence to abolish slavery.  
 5.  Diversity of support.  How the Colonies with different class and regional identities and motivations, come to support the fight for independence.   The Enlightenment in Europe influences the course of events in the Colonies.   
 6.  Fighting the giant.  How the Colonies hope to defeat a much greater military power.  The myth that the American Revolution is a kind and gentle revolution.  
 
 The players in the Revolution.
 7.  Minorities’ roles.  Women’s role in the American Revolution changes their status.  Slaves and the Native Americans tend to support the English not the Americans.  How the American Revolution could have been avoided.  
 8.  Support on English side.  Why the English government loses support of the war at home, its troop morale, a pattern familiar today.  
 9.  France’s role. What is France’s role in starting, supporting, or directly assisting the Americans?  
 
 Impact of the American Revolution.
 10.  After the war.  The effect of peace treaty of 1783 on the size of America.  Consequences for political power between the upper and lower classes.   International impact of the American Revolution.    
 11.  American law.  Why the original Articles of Confederation, which is America's law through the 1780's, is more democratic than the US Constitution which replaces it in 1789.  
 12  Political power shift.  Why and how the US Constitution shifts political power from the lower classes to the upper classes.  How well American history has fulfilled the promise of the American Revolution.
 


