Young Nation, Part 2

3.  Thomas Jefferson.  He is a Virginia slaveholder, with many personal contradictions and imperfections.  He founds the University of Virginia, is an agronomist, architect, inventor, and fervent advocate of democracy.  He fights to free slaves in Colonial Virginia and Northwest Territories, but does not free his own slaves at his death.  He writes the Declaration of Independence.  He argues against a strong federal government, but uses federal power when necessary.  He backs the States Rights Doctrine that states can reject federal law, which has implications for the Civil War.  He believes a revolution is needed every generation or two.  He is against primogeniture which is the common law right of the firstborn son to inherit the entire estate, to the exclusion of younger siblings.  He is a civil libertarian, but at times acts as an uncivil libertarian. He is the most controversial president.
 
4. James Madison.  He is the author of the Constitution, with its separation of powers, being concerned about dictatorial government. The three fifths slavery clause is a compromise to gain ratification.  The Bill of Rights is to come later.  Against major opposition, and with a divided country, he launches the disastrous War of 1812.  The country is unprepared because of his fear of a standing army and the power of the government. The war is remembered for the victory of the Battle of New Orleans, occurring after the peace treaty.  .

5.  James Monroe.  From the planter class, he follows the Southern slaveholder tradition, and is a supporter of states’ rights as a balance to federal power.  He sees the need for a federal bank, wants a strong federal government for building the national infrastructure, and to encourage business. The Monroe Doctrine rejects European colonization in the Western Hemisphere but sets an expansionist policy for the future. 
 
6.  John Quincy Adams.  The emergence of the Democratic party.  In a bitterly disputed 4-way election, Adams wins although Andrew Jackson gets a plurality of popular and electoral votes.  He supports a strong federal role above sectional differences.  He has strong support for a national university and federal role in the infrastructure.  Both are thwarted by Jackson.  Surprisingly, after presidential term he serves in the House of Representatives and works to end slavery. 

7.  Andrew Jackson.  He wages a dirty campaign.  He is from a frontier state, Tennessee, and loves to kill Indians. As President, he fails to enforce the Supreme Court decision confirming the Cherokee land treaty, leading to the “Trail of Tears.”  High tariff is a source of income but also is a protectionist element favored by the North.  Jackson defends federal power and law when South Carolina disobeys a tariff law.  His destruction of the 2nd U.S. Bank results in severe short term reaction but benefits expansion of American economy in the long run.

8. Martin Van Buren.  He is a Democrat “politico” from upstate NY and strongly anti-slavery.  He is blamed for 1837 depression caused by Jackson’s policy.  Not reelected for 2nd term.

9.  William H. Harrison.  He dies of pneumonia after 1 month in office.

10.  John Tyler.  He is a Southern slaveholder.  This reflects Southern dominance of the Presidency.

